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& Fire a Goncealed Gun

he pistol is a unique tool. Just

like a life jacket, safety belt, first
aid kit, roll bar or face mask, it is
awfully nice to have at the right time.
Strangely enough, however, there is a
misguided notion that, except in in-
stances of some specific, provable
need, it is not a good idea to have one
around! This is a little like saying that
you should only take along the life
jacket when you know the boat is go-
ing to sink. Who goes out in a boat
they know is going to sink? We like to
think that a little defensive fore-
thought is sensible, and we hope to
furnish you with a little information
which will make the use of the pistol
a successful experience if the need for
such is ever your fate.

While we are not primarily talking
about the choice of weapon, an im-
portant point should be made which is
often ignored. This is what, for lack of
a better term, we call "size efficiency.”
Since the defensive pistol is by nature
an instrument meant to be carried so
as not to interfere with your normal
activity, certain size limitations must
be considered. This, of course, must
also be balanced with effectiveness—
better known as stopping power.
It is the balancing of these factors
that will prescribe which pistol is the
most efficient in a given instance.

Carrying of a weapon day after day
will cause a certain irritation; there-
fore, it might not be a bad idea to

Stuffed pockets and sharp hammers can spell disaster in
a maximun speed draw. Don‘t stuff your pockets and
practice with the combo you are going to carry!
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A second can make

all the difference,
especially if you're late!

These are Bruce Nelson’s choices for ‘size efficiency’.
For their size, he fells they are among the best to
carry concealed. Carry what feels best for you.




Holsters are not a matter of belief.
They are essential for survival.

make some critical comparisons before
choosing a pistol—to minimize bulk
and weight while retaining the stop-
ping power you have decided is suf-
ficient. Once the choice is made, itis a
good idea to stick with it and, ad-
ditionally, to carry it in the same
manner as often as possible. There is
nothing so discouraging as reaching for
a .45 Commander in a shoulder holster
when you‘re wearing a 2-inth Smith &
Wesson Bodyguard in an ankle holster!

Perhaps there is another general
point that should be made. With rare
exception, a pistol should be carried in
a holster. The first, and possibly the
most important, reason for this is con-
sistency. You are going to practice
drawing from any number of normal
positions. These can include sitting,
running, while operating machinery or
climbing a ladder. A holster which is
well designed will retain the weapon at
a consistent angle and in a consistent
place. That way, when you reach for
it, it will be where you thought it was!
A second important reason for a hol-
ster is security. While life-saving situa-
tions may involve shooting, they may
also involve running, sliding, climbing
and rolling. More than one person has
gone over a 6-foot wall and found him-
self on opposite sides of the wall from
his gun!

This might be a good time to make
some points intended for the ladies.

This is what usually happens when you carry a small gun
without a holster. Ever feel a gun sliding down your leg?

This can be all sorts of fun if the bad dudes see it happen!

Purses are not the best place to carry
guns in, but if you must, at least have
it in a holster so you can get at it quick!

In this writer’s observation, women
overwhelmingly choose to carry a pis-
tol in their purses. While this is per-
fectly understandable, it is also an ex-
ceptionally hazardous practice! For
starters, the pistol is wusually just
dumped in there with the wallet, com-
pact and hairbrush. For some reason it
ams o e oy LeRLuE L sure that it is still there. This can

with uncanny regularity. If you have be a dangerous habit. Many under- .
to carry it in the purse—and it is not  coyer agents have given themselves a

recommended—carry it in an acces-  away by doing this! Better a smaller gun.
sible holster attached to the inside of

the purse. Better yet, carry it in a hol-
ster, but not in your purse. In many
unanticipated confrontations the purse

Far too many people who carry a
concealed gun grope at it to make
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